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The Russian DNA column continues in our journal. It is obvious that 
in modern conditions there is an urgent need to know the history and 
foundations of Russian statehood. And since this need can only be real-
ized through the institute of education, it is worth discussing some strate-
gic issues related to the future of this institute. There is a lot of talk about 
them in connection with the current transformations (it’s about a “new 
model of education”), which has been continuing the thirty-year long ref-
ormation period by now. The main advantages of the reform are seen 
in the approaching of the educational process to real life. Students will be 
taught so-called “soft skills” and future practical needs, so that, in theory, 
they will immediately be able to integrate into modern production pro-
cesses.

It is worth noting that the previous thirty years were spent under the 
slogan of moving from a “knowledge-based” approach to a “competence-
based” one, i.e. students had to receive sets of competencies necessary 
for the ϐields in which they planned to work. The new model declares 
a focus on “practice-oriented learning”, i.e. on the need to attract practic-
ing teachers and involve employers in the development of teaching pro-
grams. It turns out that the competence-based approach of orientation 
to practice, to put it mildly, did not secure its proclaimed goals. (Despite 
the fact that educators (so called “methodologists”) have defended more 
than two thousand theses on this topic.) It also seems that the school has 
not provided more or less decent education in the ϐield of humanities. 
Therefore, it is necessary to raise the level of historical education at the 
university. This in itself is, of course, correct, since one cannot be a citizen 
of one’s own country without knowing the history of one’s homeland and 
without sharing some common values with other citizens.

Here it is worth considering that the next shift in the orientation of the 
education system from personality formation to professional formation 
leads to the fact that the so-called “humanitarian component of education” 
again remains in the background. In other words, the key disciplines that 
shape a personality who will become responsible in personal and civic 
aspects will ϐind themselves (or rather, will continue to be) in the shad-
ow of the disciplines necessary for learning the profession. Yet this very 
humanitarian component includes, along with the history of the mother-
land, the national language, the ϐluency of which characterizes a creative 
personality, and classical literature, which is imbued with traditional 
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values. Learning to speak a good language and read with an analysis 
of what has been read is now even much more important than focusing 
on a profession. I will give the opinion of an experienced teacher of 
mathematics: “Teachers with extensive experience note the main differ-
ence between modern students: they think in fragments, in short “clips”. 
Previously, a child could calmly read the task condition, extract data, and 
build a logical chain of solutions, but today many schoolchildren are al-
ready lost at the stage of reading. They are used to quick image changes, 
short videos, and instant search engine responses. A mathematical prob-
lem requires a different approach – thoughtfulness, patience, and the 
ability to keep several conditions in mind at the same time. In the past, 
children read books, listened to long explanations, and their brains were 
prepared for sequential information processing. Now the situation has 
changed dramatically”.

Obviously, the ability to read and understand what is read is impor-
tant not only for mathematics, but also for mastering other disciplines – 
physics, chemistry, biology, etc. Thus, the task of training and educating 
a professional turns out to be secondary to the task of forming a harmo-
nious personality. The current model is obliged to take this into account, 
and not just compensate for what has already been missed in school with 
certain courses.


